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Firm Foundations is very excited to announce the launch of our newest endeavor, The Wood Project. For 
the past several months the FFR leadership team has been meeting with Berno Matthaeus and Oliver 
Hohnecker of Germany, both of whom have a passion for helping those in need, in a practical way. The 
basic premise of this project is to ship wood from Romania, at a low cost, to be cut and sold in Germany as 
Þrewood.  The aim is to use the vast lumber resources of Romania to create sustainable income to fund 
FFR projects, while creating much need jobs for Romanian men. The Þrst few shipments of wood have 
been sold with great success and the next step would be moving the labour to Romania to create 
employment and save on the cost of shipping.  We look forward to a bright future with this project.

OUR NEWEST PROJECT

ÒWe sold all 
of the 
firewood in 
the storage 
facility...and 
we already 
started 
selling from 
the third and 
last location.  
Next weekend 
will be 
another sell-
off weekend.Ó 
-Berno
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Currently we are seeking sponsorship for 
fa number of families that live in Budila.  
One family, the Marsavelas, is made up of 
six children between the ages of nine and 
two and the mother is currently pregnant. 
They live in a house of one room, no 
bigger than most peoples master 
bedroom. they have no electricity or 
running water.   The other families seeking 
sponsorship have similar stories.  

Family Sponsorship is $50 per month, 
going towards food, shelter, emergency 
needs and a monthly educational class 
with FFR.  If you would like more 
information or are interested in 
sponsoring this family please contact us 
at:

mail@firmfoundationsromania.com

IN NEED OF 
FAMILY SPONSORS

We are very excited to introduce Rinda Reiss as our guest 
speaker and instructor for our Give Back and Teenage 
meetings.  Rinda came to Brasov in 2001 when she was 
asked to help start the American Christian school here. 
She was the high school English teacher at the Greater 
Grace International Academy for two and a half 
years.City Hall learned of her background, and in 2003 
asked Rinda to develop and teach a Business & Ethics 
class for teenagers. In 2009, Rinda started a Toastmasters 
Club in Brasov. weekly to build and improve their 
speaking and leadership skills. Rinda is the club mentor, 
encouraging high standards and ethics as it strives to 
have an impact on the professional community.  We are 
so grateful to have Rinda partner with us to reach out to 
the Roma community. To date, she has spoken to our 
adults in Budila about communicating effectively and 
managing their emotions. We look forward to working 
together to affect positive change in the community of 
Budila.

A New Focus for Families

Ò...but blessed is he who 
is kind to the needy.Ó 

Proverbs1 14:21

mailto:mail@firmfoundationsromania.com
mailto:mail@firmfoundationsromania.com
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The month of August was full of surprises 
for the FFR leadership team.  It all began 
on a routine trip to Budila.  After reuniting 
babies with their families we noticed a 
small puppy being beaten by some 
children in the street.  Compelled to stop 
it’s suffering Mary jumped out of the van 
and took it from the children.  The puppy 
was near death, but is now healthy and 
stayng with Katie Greiner until a 
permanent home can be found.  Weeks 
later while riding her bike from town, 
Sarah heard the cry of a small kitten that 
was left on the street.  Minnie, as she is 
now known, is the newest member of the 
Berchtold/Buckalo home.  And most 
recently Alisha Sidebottom took in a 
puppy, dubbed Rodeo, from the street. 
Abandoned, likely because of a genetic 
defect in his leg, he is a happy and healthy 
addition to our community.

OPERATION ANIMAL 
RESCUE

Testimony of Returning Volunteer, Erin Patton
 FFR’s strong relationship with the hospital and efficient volunteer process is impressive, 
and ensures a supportive and successful volunteer experience. The babies and the depth 
of their circumstances instantly captured my heart. My days were filled with hugging and 

rocking the ones who were sick, and playing and teaching new skills to the ones who were 
up for some fun. The babies were perhaps a little shocked by my dancing and singing, but 
also totally loved it. The time volunteers give to the babies makes a significant difference 
in their development. Equally, the love the babies give to the volunteers is indescribably 

rewarding.
I now know the reason I was meant to volunteer with FFR, was to experience the support 

that comes from being a part of their volunteer team. The long term volunteers are 
accepting and encouraging. They seem to know exactly what you need and how to make 

it happen for you. Their devotion to the children and Roma people is inspiring, and 
seeing all they do every single day makes you wonder just how they are so amazing! The 

short term volunteers are very fun to get to know, and you become close quickly.
I ended up with not only a simply wonderful experience with the babies, but also friends 
that I consider very close to my heart. There is a great need for volunteers in Romania, 

and you will gain so much from giving your time.
“Once our eyes are opened, we can’t pretend we don’t know what to do. God, who 

weighs our hearts and keeps our souls, knows that we know, and holds us responsible to 
act.” Proverbs 24:12



!REAMS
"He speaks in dreams, in visions of "e  

#ight ,
$hen deep sleep fa%s on people as "ey  

lie in "eir  beds."
Job 33:15 
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“So I  had "is  dream, and 

in  it  I  could see a% of Brasov, 

and it  "e  darkness was 

&alpable. I  could feel it , tas'  it , 

(me% it . )en , in  a sma% part of 

*e  ci+  "ere  was a pinpoint of 

light  at a Children's hospital. 

,no"er  light  joined it  -om  a 

house on "e  hi%. And yet 

ano"er  came -om  "e  ci+ , 

-om  an o.ce  down a sma% 

a%ey. And a% over "e  ci+ , more 

and more lights began /  shine 

0n1l  "e  whole ci+  was 2%ed 

$i"  light . )anks  for being 

lights in  a dark part of "e  

$orld. May  your lights 

3on1nue /  be contagious”. 

-Karen Byrne (past volun!er )

"e  people who walk in  

darkness Wi% see a great light ; 

4ose  who live in  a dark land, 

4e  light  wi% shine on "em . 

5saiah 9:2

 

CONTACT INFORMATION

TELEPHONE: 0040 724 888 973
ADDRESS:

Str. Republicii 56, 
Brasov 500003 Romania

If you are interested in the work we are doing or would like to make a donations 
please visit our website:

www.firmfoundationsromania.com 

Or you can email us at:

mail@firmfoundationsromania.com

                         FFR works in partnership coalition with HFTN International

NEEDS
-While it is true that we are always in need of  
volunteers, as the winter approaches we are 
looking for people to love the babies in the 
hospital through the cold months. 

-Overall we are in need of  male volunteers; to 
work both in the hospital as well as with our 
teenagers.  Specifically we are looking for a new 
leader for of  our Teen Boys Group.  

Welcome Back Erin!
FFR would like to introduce our new long 
term volunteer Erin Deale.  Erin visited 
Romania in the Spring of 2011. With the 
dream in her heart to someday return, Erin 
moved from her Michigan home to Brasov in 
September.  Erin has worked in social work 
for many years in America and we are very 
excited to have her bring her knowledge and 
passion to the FFR team, particularly to our 
Teen programs. It’s great to have you here 
Erin, you are a huge blessing!
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